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PHE Poſt. office is ſo immediately Alen on e 
Government, that any anonymous produttion Huing 


from thence, muſt be looked on as coming ftam the 
Adminiſtration itlelf; in this light I have viewed the and." 
ny mous paper ,which has been ſo induſtriously diſtributed 
through the Poſt-offices of the North, avowedly'to deprive | 
me ot whatever {hare ol your confidence I might have 
ganed : and in this light I have given it an anſwer. Had 
I xreated it with ſilent contempt, 1 ſhould have' hoped that” 
its coming from an Adminiſtration which had ſo deſervedly 
forteited the confidence ot every Iriſh man, who values the 
liberties of his country, would have infured me from ſuf- 
fering, in your eſtimation, from the ſalſehood and calumny 
with which it abounds; but my reſpect for thoſe invaluable 
cenſors, tliepreſs and the public opinion, the conſcious in- 
tegrity of my on heart and the moſt perfect. reliance on 
the virtue of the cauſe | eſpouſe, prompts me to ſeize any 
occaſion which affords an opportunity of-yindicatingit! 
or myſelf from the aſperſions of an Adminiſtration, . N 
heavieſt charge in their wretched production is, that at 


any time of my life I had been, the e of f ar” 
their meaſures. 7 n 


As dhe whole of the work is one continued tiſſue of 
milrepreſemation and falſehood, a plain recital of facts“ 
will be the beſt means of giving it a full refutation: After 
the queſtion of Regency, that memorable diſplay. ot the! 
OY, and principles of the lactions of _—_— _— 


4 ) | 

of the moſt conſiderable of them were forced into Iriſh 
Parliamentary patriotiſm, by being ſtripped of the wages 
of their proſtitutian. I accepted of a ſeat ſrom my uncle 
Lord Longueville, in the chimerical hope that this craſh 
between the faftions and the Government might be im- 
proved to the advantage of Ireland; but experience ſoon 
convinced me that nothing ſhort of the eſtabliſhment of a 
National Government, a total-annihilation of the factions 
and their uſurpations, and an entire abolition of religious 

diſtinclions, could reſtore to my country thoſe rights and 
that liberty which had been ſo long a ſubje& of traffic, 
under a regularly organized ſyſtem of treaſon : and atting 
up to this conviftion, from the day / accepted the ſeat from 
Lord L. to the day I reſigned it, I earneſtly intreated him 
to declare for a Reform of Parliament, 'and for the 
freedom of my Catholic countrymen. The thanks which 
were given me by the Delegates of the Catholics of 
- Ireland, for the defence of them and their cauſe, ſo early 
2 1791. and the vote which I gave for their total eman. 
cipation, againſt Lord Longueville and the Government, 
in the begining of, 1793. gives the lie to the assertion 
of Adminiſtration, that I was not the advocate of Catholic 
Freedom, until my having ſpoken on{that ſubjeR in 
1795 and ſo wholly is it unfounded in truth, that I have 
| exerted myſelf in defence of the liberties of my country, 
becauſe the Government refuſed me a Commiſſoner's 
place, that although Lord L. repeatedly preſſed me to let 
him procure me a Commiſſioner's place, I as often refuſed 
it, aſſuring him that it was contrary to my principles ta 
accept the mony of my impoveriſhed countrymen. for the 
deteſtable treaſon of betraying their rights, their induſtry, 
their manuiattures and commerce; that for the bribe of 
Bruſh pander J ſhould balely contribute to aggrandize 


11 
his country, at the expence of every thing dear to my 
own; whilſt ſo far from bartering my principles to better 
my fortune, that though Lord L. preſſed me to accept 
large ſums of his own money, 1 declined them; and it is 
' notorious he has diſinherited me, for the open avowal of 
my political ſentiments on the Catholic queſtion. - 
Being forced, in my own vindication, to ſpeak of 
myſelt, I will leave you, my fellow citizens, to judge 
of an Adminiſtration, that by falſehood and calumny have 
attempted to widen a breach between me and connexions 
that was but too widely extended before; yet whilſt they 
have given me an opportunity of proving to you that no 
« 8 . conſideration could induce me to abandon my principles, 
: they ſhall never ſucceed in making me utter one unkind 
| expreſſion of a man whoſe wiſhes to promote me in lite 
1 have left a gratelul remembrance their malice ſhall never 
* - _efface, Abandoned Adminiſtration who have trampled 
on the liberties of my country, do you preſume to acenſe 
me of diſſuading my countrymen from arming to oppoſe 
an invaſion, which yours and your accomplices crimes - 
have provoked? Is it that the inalienable rights of free · 
born men, to make their laws by Delegates of their |. 
choice, ſhould be bartered and fold by uſurpers and 
traitors, that / ſhould perluade them to arm ? Is it that our 
markets, our manufactures, and commerce, ſhould be told 
to that nation which appoints our Government, an diſ- 
tributes our patronage, that I ſhould perſuade theſp to 
arm? Is it to ſupport the Gunpowder Bill, which depriv. 3 
them ot arms, or the Convention Bill, which aims at 
perpetuating the uſurpation of "rights, by prolcribin the 
only obvious and orderly means 10 regain them, that * 


ould perſuade them to arm? Is it to ſupport the rr 
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of: the Habeas Corpus Bill, which has deſtroyed the 
-ulwark of Liberty, by withholding the Trial by Jury, that 
I ſhould: perſuade them to arm ls it to rivet the bolts, 
or to guard the dungeons ot their fellow-citizens. who, torn 


from their homes and their families by Adminiſtration, 


vainly demand that Trial by Jury. which by proving their 


innocence, muſt eſtabliſh its guilt; that J ſhould perſuade 


them to arm? Is it that a vile pander of national honour 
and legiſlative duty ſhould be inveſted with uncontrouled 
power over the opinion and perſons of an injured, 2 
gallant and generous peaple, that I ſhould perſuade: them 
40 arm ? or to crown all, is it under the auſpices of the 
indemniſied Carhampton. I ſhould perſuade them to arm. 
Go impotents; to the Catholicks -whoſe elevated hope 
of all: glorious freedom you have been appointed to taunt- 
ingly blaſt, and if they ſhould charge you with the crimes 
of your miſhdng. although you cannot plead the having 


raiſed them to equal rights with their fellow - citizens, you 


can at leaſt boaſt that you have levelled thoſe rights to 
the ſtandard of Catholic thraldom. Hence, then, con- 
temptible Adminiſtration, from thoſe you have inſulted 
and levelled to choſe whom you have raiſed; go to the 


Monopoliſts of the Repreſentation of Ireland, and aſk 


them to arm; go to thoſe whom the continuance ot the 
ſyſtem of corruption enables to live in affluence, at the 
expence ot that poverty and miſery their treaſon has 
cauſed, and aſł them to arm; go to thoſe huſſars of tees 
and exaftion in the revenue, whoſe regular pay bears 
no proportion to their pillage and plunder, and commapd 
them to arm; go to attornies and lawyers, who live by 
villainy, chicane; and fraud, under a ſyſtem of complexity 7. 
ee and leben, at the expence and ruin of theſe who 
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are forced 10 engley them. * tell them they ought to 


ts. 


arm; go to thoſe ſwarms of petty tyrants, perjured Grand 


Jury. jobbers, army contraRors, tythe proctors, and land 


Iharks and tell them how neceſſary ĩ it is for them to be 
armed; goj.to the eſtabliſhed clergy, who pocket thoſe 
monſtrous .junds for inſtructing nine-tenths of the nation 
which ſhould provide decent eſtabliſhments for three ſuch 


countries as Ireland, and tell them to preach to the, nine 


tenths who are excluded from this glorious half of; the 


Coſtitution, to arm in its defence er aſk them to blow the 


expiring members of religious diſſenſion, and I will leave 


it to the inhabitants of Armagh, at length recovering rom 
deluſion to judge of their zeal in this .Chriſtian-like duty. 


Theſe ſactions adminiſtration are your natural allies; theſe 


are your ſtrength ; on theſe you may reckon, and although 
as devoted to ſyſtems which ſhould be aboliſhed, as 
apoſtates to national rights and national honour they count 
but too high; thank Heaven! they are as inſignificant 
in numbers as in ſtrength to thoſe that are lound. 
Although the old volunteers have been diſcouraged, ' 
becauſe they boldly threw off the open avowed dominion 
of Britain, and that theſe yeoman corps. | have been raiſed 
to ſupport the concealed deadly influence ſhe has gained 
by corruption. and treaſon; although the old volunteers 
have been rejected becauſe they extended the rights and 
liberties of their country, and that theſe. corps bave been 
ſet up to ſupport laws ſubverſive to both; yet when the 
ſy ſtematic ſcheme of the Britiſh Miniſtry and of thoſe 
vermin that have neſtled about the. throne, to frame 
ſome new modelled deſpotiſm for the ruins of freedom, 
by the erefting of harracks, thoſe bills that have been 
paſſed 


ES 


paſſed year alter Feat, the late contempt of that only privi-- 


lege of the Commons Which was left them, the granting 
of mbney, and the correſpondent conduct of their 
- | creatures in this country, ſhall' have been developed to 
that degree which would make reſiſlance an indiſpenſable 
duty; from my ſoul I believe that they would find: them- 
ſelves wide ly miſtaken in the ſupport they will meet 


from many ol theſe corps they have raiſed. Are the 
people of Ireland fo weak as to convert a threatened in 
vaſion from France imo an expitiation of the injuſtice, the 


erimes and oppreſſion by which the temptation to make 


*it was cauſed? or ſhall an invaſion from France a like 


magic in changing the preſent alſefiion of the people of 
Ireland for liberty, into an unbounded diſplay of loyalty 


tO a ſyſtem of corruption and treaſon, by which the moſt: 
_ happily gifted nation on earth has been made to contain 


more miſery than any country in the creation? Away 
With deluſion! Are the people of Ireland ſure that the 


flactions and Adminiſtration who ſo earneſtly preſs then 


10 ariſe to repel the invaſion of France, are not invaders 
| themſel ves 7? Are we ſure, that their maſter and maker, 
. the Miniſter of Britain, has not inveſted them with enor- 
mous funds ot corruption, to which our wretchedneis 
| has been made to contribute? Are we ſure that theſe lunds 
| have nat been diſtributed among traiters, in the heart of 
our island, for betraying. the induſtry, manufactures, and 
commerce ofitiie people ot Treland; to aggrandize thoſe 
olf Great Britain? Nay, are we not'certainthat every mar 
ket in Greats Britain is ſhut againſt every ſpecies of Irith 
induſtry, with the ſolitary exception of linen, whilſt every 
manuſatture of England has free acceſs to every market 
| | FE 4-35 AY 
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in Ite and, without any er ception whatever ? Wuh-thefe 
fafts in our view, what Iriſhryan can doubt, that to ſup- 
port the worſt of inx aſtuns, the invaſion. of rights ang 
commerce, 15,000 Englifh and Scotch have not been 


ſent to invade us already ?' or can we be certain that the 
ſhambles of Germany have not been reſorted to, to invade 
us with more? Compare the few troops they left us in the 


war againſt American freedom, when they had all Europe 
their toe, with the numbers they have ſent us this war 
againſt the freedom of France, when they had all Europe 
their ally; compare the weakneſs of Ireland, divided by 
religions diſenſion,. when-troops were lo ſew, with that 
Krength which union has given when- troops are ſb 


many; we cannot butſee with whom they ſeek to contend. 


Could French invaders do worſe than eftabliſh a ſyſtem- 


of pillage and treaſon within, that they may pillage and 


plunder without 2 Could: they do worſe than reject laws 


an unanimous people had ſought, or than paſs thoſe they 


detested ? Could they do worſe han commit the perſbnab 


liberty of the people of Ireland to to men without con- 
nexion or intereſt in the country. without reſponſibility 


or controul?. could they do worſe than- withold'trials from 
Iriſh cuizens caſt them intodungeons, to the-deſtruttions 


ol their health, and the ruin of their property ? Could they 
do worſe than eſtabliſh mi itary ma giltrates throughout 


the nation, and indemnity thoſe. 'whofe unfeeling, ſouls- | 


had torry hundreds of Iriſh citizens lrom every endearing, 
condexion in life, after depriving their habitations of 
every privilege due to the reſidence of free born men, 
conſigned them to the flames, turning their, wives and 


Geir children to beggary end famine, exiled. theis huſe 


bands 
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bands to fight (againſt that freedom of which they had rob- 
| bed them) on an element they diſliked,and'in a cauſe they 
abhorred? Or could any thing be more alarming to a 
people who valued their liberties, than the appointment 
of a man, that could require ſuch an indemnification, to 
de Commander in Chief of the army ? Or, to crown all, 


could any invaders do worſe, that with powers to legiſlate 
Tor a limited time, under the form of Conſtitutional order 
_—_ the Conſtitution itfelf ? 


In vain ſhall the ente ol the author of carnage 


inveigh againſt French fraternity, as long as Ireland ex- 


hibiis ſo melancholy a picture ot the fraternity they have 
adopted themſelves. Iwill not compare the ſyſtems of 
raternity(\in the Eaſt or Weſt Indies, adopted by England 


and France; but I will compare the alliance which England 
had formed with France, ſhe calls her natural enemy, 
with that ihe diftates to Ireland, ſhe calls her brother 


and friend, In her alliance with France, ſhe gave what 


ſhe got, and reciprocity was the equitable baſis on which 


it was made: whilſt in her alliance with Ireland, ſhe has 
taken all ſhe could have aſked or demanded, and ſhe has 
given us excluſion in grateful return. On the ſcale of 
Britiſh fraternity, let her hirelings boaſt; of Britiſh con- 


nexion, On this ſcale of Britiſh fraternity may my 
country no more be curſed with the friendſhip of Bri- 
tain; Too long a tyrant, the forgets her dominion 


Has ceaſed, Too long her ſlaves, we muſt ſhew her we 


are reſolved to be free! Had ſhe ceaſed to maintain power 
by the accurſed means of tomenting religious diſſenſion; 


bad ſhe ceaſed to ſupport factions, uſurpers, and traitors z 


Had ſhe abandoned the falle illiberal notion, that ſhe gain- 
dd more by our depreſſion than by our exaltation ; had ſhe 
treated us like brothers and friends, I may, with con- 


dence. 


28 3 Bs 
2 exiſted, then {he would have found Ireland to het. But 


* if the exiſling fraternity, my fellow - citizens, be the bonds 
4 by which you wiſh a connexion with Britain, I am not a 
$3 delegate fit tor your choice, tor though I ſtood alone in 
fy the Commons of Ireland, J woujd move the . repeal of 


every law which binds us to England, on thoſe or on 
any ſuch terms. Lyyill neither be conquered by England 
or Fraace : nor are we any more bound to a diſadvan- 
tageons alliance to one than we are to the other; and 
before England. the factions of Ireland, and the Adminiſ- 
tration, I ſpeak it, if it is more the true intereſt of Ireland 
to form an alliance with France than with England, ſhe 
5s free to adopt 1 it» The j jargon of ſtanding or falling with 
Britain is falle; in the days chat are paſt, we have always 
been doun ; it is time we ſhould feek to be up Rich in 
a population of 4,000, dog of a healthy and imelligent 
people, rich in her fertile ſoil; rich | in her. harbours: and 
navigable rivers; rich in her favourable poſition between 
the old and new word rich i in her inſular ſituation with- 
out uſurping dominion ov er any people ypon earth; what | 
intereſt, what cauſe, what pretext. can the Adminiſtration | | 
of ireland aſſign for the, blood and. the wealth they have f 
laviſhed, in a war commenced , in Lecteur conducted 
in ignofance, ml ending only by ruin ? /With;800,000 
ga'lant citizens» able to arm, is it that e Engliſh and 
Scotch have more to fight lor in lreland than the Iriſh 
themſelves, that we cannot be truſted with ſelt-deſenee ? 
When in the unanojAd, Republics of. Swils they con | 
defy the invaſion of Germany, of France, andi Suidinia 
th: ile warlike and powerlyl, Nations; Pp whith they ata 
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bounded, by that Jaw which eb.3ges every citizen from 
— * _ 
eighteen to ſixty years old, to be provided with arms, 
' why cannot Ireland defy the whole world by a like 
obligation? Why bas the Gunpowder Att, which dif- 
arms our people, been paſſed? 


The anſwer is too plain for infatuation t6 miſtake 
it. Happy for Ireland if the prime mover of mischiet had 
borrowed the councils of that great and intuitive, mind 

England is ruined by having neglected. Happy could he 
and his minions be taught, in the language and wiſdom 
of Fox, that there is more ſtrength to be gained by gain- 
ing the confidence of the people of Ireland, than forty 
thouſand of the beft torces of Europe. Let them give up 
corruption, and they may ſafely diſband the troops it has 
furniſhed ; let them ceaſe to narrow the limits of free- 
dom, as the expanſion of intelle&t demands that they 
ſhould be extended; let them reſt aſſured, that a ſyſtem 

| Which cannot be ſupported without ſpies and informers, 
muſt ſoon he abandoned; inſtead of buying, of bribing, 
or of perſecuting the preſs, let them ſtrip falſehood of 
the advantages ſhe gains by concealment and miſrepre- 
ſentation, and give to truth that light and publicity, with 
which ſhe muſt ever prevail; let them recal thoſe baſe 
orders throughout the Poſt-offices, for violating the ſe- 
crets of friendſhip, and beiraying the credit of com- 
* merce; let them open the dungeons, by repealing thoſe 
laws by which they are crowded ; let them aboliſh what 
the Chief Magiftrate's deputy calls the mildneſs of Go- 
vernment, and give us an adequate repreſentation for the 
baſis of liberty, and I will ſtake my life on it, no nation 
Shall ever invade us! But, alas! my fellow-citizens, I 
r (ring | | lament 
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lament that the ſame infatuation, uſurpation, and folly, 
which have been ſv much the order of the day, will ſtill 
prevent thole equitable terms from being conced ed. But 
mark me, the whole Jriſh fabric is ſupported by that of 
- Great Brinain, whoſe progreſs in ruin can only be equal- 


led by her infatuation. If the principles of the French . 


Revolution are as wicked, as deſtruttive, and as diaboli- 


cal as the miniſter has repreſented them, why was it ne- 


ceſſary to involve the people of England in the horrors 
and ruin of war, that they may not be perſuaded to adopt 


them ? Is it that the extreme ot vice is ſo ſeducing, that 


the moſt violent of remedies only could prevent a wiſe 
people from ruſhing to meet it ? And although the miniſter 


has aſſigned day aſter day, different objects having in- 


volved them; and that every aſſertion on which he has 


founded his arguments of the day has been belied by the 
 fafts of the morrow ; ſtill they have been deaf to the 
councils ot his glorious opponent, which, as long as tra- 


dition continues, muſt ever remain a wondertul inſtance 


of the efforts ol genius and patriotiſm, to reſcue a. beſote 


ted and miſguided people from ruin, But the privileged 


and the rich yielding to tear and corruption, have deſert. 


ed this champion of liberty, to proſtrate themſelves at the 
feet of that miniſter, it was once their province to con · 
troul ; placing Terror in che ſeat of Reaſon, ſacrificing 
every ſpecies of induſtry. to the manufacture of fol- 
diers they have looked to the bayonet of the mercena-- 
ry for their only ſalvation, Preſumptuous delution ! Do 


they imagine they can force back the current of public 
opinion? Is it by that corruption whoſe neceſſities muſt 
increaſe by geometrical meaſure, whilſt its means muſt” 


| decreaſe in the ſame rapid proportion? Is it by a car- 


nags 
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wrung trom oppreſſion ? Know they not that the firſt 
oath: of allegiance is from the king to the laws. the con- 
ſtitution and people; ; and that it 3 without conſi- 


deration, was binding, Charles could never have, ſuffered , 


James have been excluded, nor a Brunſwick {at on the 
throne ! We know that King, Lords. and Commons ex- 


ilis but by the people's permiſſion; il uſeſul their tales | 


can never be queſtioned : il not, they can never be bol- 
ſtered by ſwearing, Vain efforts to change the current 


of the human mind, like the noiſy winds, which, to the | 


' ſhallow ſight, give a ſeeming current to the troubled face, 


whilſt with ponderous weight great ocean moyes the 


aide, with a flow majeſtic pace to its predeſtined limits, 


Although it were in nature to reſcue Britain from im- 
pending deſtruQion, it is not in nature that Ireland can 


be longer held by the diſgraceful and ruinous vaſſelage 
by which ſhe is bound. Much has been faid- of the loyalty 


i ol the South, contraſted with that of the North; if they 


mean loyalty to that ſyſtem of government which this ad- 
miniſtration have adopted; to the jobbing and perjury of 


Brand juries; to tithe prottors, and land. pirates: to the 


annual exportation of two million worth of the produce ' 


of Ireland, to pay abſentees, without any return; to the 
immoderate high rents and the low rate of wages; or the 
enormous expence by which theſe corruptions are moved 


nage which would exhauſt the creation? Is it by oaths 


and maintained, I will anſwer for it, that the people of 
Leinſter, or Munſter, and Connought, are as ſenſtbie of 


the miſery and poverty theſe grievances have cauſed, and 
that they will go as far as the people of Ulſter to get 
them redrefſed, I know the means 5 which tiave been uſ- 


— 
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ed to perſuade the Catholics of.the South has pes pers . 
ſecutions of the Catholics in the North, 1 which have been 
ſo diabolically fomented and protected i in Armagh. were 
the acts of Preſpy terians of the North: but I ſtake 


1 


rian countrymen, on the aſſurance 1 give t to the Prelby- n 

terians, that the Catholics of the South have buried in, 
eternal oblivion all rellgious diſtinction, and 3 in the aſſur- 

ance I give to the Catholics that the crimes with which 


their Preſbeterian countrymen ſtand charged, and ſor 


which ſo many are dungeoned at this inſtant, is their zeal | 


for the union of Iriſhmen amongſt one another, without 


diſtinction of ſects or religion, it is the eſſence of chrif- 


tianity, it is the eſſence of all motality, and cannot by 


human laus be aboliſhed. Truſt me, ny fellow-citi- | 
zens, that as the miniſter of England perceives the dying 
convulſions of a country, on the defiruftion of whoſe. 
liberty he has ſo long ſupported his power, he will be 
obliged to, change his ſyſtem in Ireland of tyranny and 
force, into conceſſions and conciliation; you will then 
ſee his minions exchanging the ſaucy flippaacy witk 


which they now. inſult and traduce you, into humiliation. - 


and meanneſs, with which they will endeavout to ſooth 


you; the inſolence of the coward, the ſport of the droll. 


and the petulance of ihe puppy will ſoon evaporate into 
the inſignificance from Whence they have riſen; but let 


no wretched paliative induce you to allay your caule 
with corruption; let nothing ſhort of a perfect repreſen- 
tation ſatisſy you. With this admonition 7 leave you, 
but that J may not be ſuſpefted of ſeeking your con- 


fidence- 
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Hdence by any other means than the fulleſt diſcloſure of ' 
my political ſentiments, I promiſe you, as ſoon as time 
will permit, that 7 will lay before you the beſt account 
of the ſtate of our country my poor abilities will allow | 
me to furniſh, The beſt aſſurance I can give of my 
fidelity to you and your cauſe, is, that I believe in a better 
order of things; that thoſe who violate the property and 
rights ot others will torleit their own, whilſt thoſe who _ 
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1 reſpett the rights and property of others will be certain . 
3 | to have theirs reſpected in turn. Wich theſe ſentiments 
| 4 knowing that you had wiſely determined never to interſere 
4 any more in elections, under the ſyſtem of corruption /, 


and undue influence, I have offered my ſexyices to uſe | 
Every means in my power,to effect its deſtruftion, and 
finding, that from the monopoly of one ariſtocratic fac- 


- tion or another, yours was the only place of "_ Foo | 
| tion 1 could hope to ſucceed i in, | 
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Think! it not preſumptuous, my countrymen, 01 one 
„oho loyes Liberty ſhould ſeek her in the only afylum n 
ſhe has left; think it not preſumptuous,my fellow - citizens 
that one who ill never outlive the threatened liberties 
of bis country, ſhould ſeck an advanced poſt where he 
may triumph in ber cauſe, or fall in her defence. In 
contempt of calummy, UNITED with you in brotherly | 
love and affeftion, and in the glorious cauſe of Reform- 
7 vill ever remain n faithfull friend and I 5 
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